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Compelling Questions

• What was the impact of Child Labor on America?

• What reforms took place to end Child Labor?

• What was the impact of ending Child Labor in America?
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Significance to Other 
Areas of Social 
Studies

• Economics: Some argue that poor 
families would be even poorer without 
the supplemental financial 
contribution of children. Challenges 
and perspectives of child labor - PMC 
(nih.gov)

• Civics: Even though there were no 
federal laws in place to protect 
children in their work environment, 
some states like Massachusetts were 
against it and in 1800’s creates the first 
state child labor law. Timeline of Child 
Labor Developments in the United 
States – Stop Child Labor – The Child 
Labor Coalition

Presentation title 3

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/#:~:text=Children%20were%20very%20profitable%20assets,contributing%20to%20the%20child%20labor
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https://stopchildlabor.org/timeline-of-child-labor-developments-in-the-united-states/
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CLAIM NUMBER 1: 
BUSSINESSES WANTED CHILD 
LABOR
Ev i d e nce  f o r  c l a i m n u m be r  1
T h e  C h e r o k ee  F a l l s  M a n u f a c t u r ing  C o m p a n y  
C o t t o n  M i l l  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  S e n a t o r  E . D .  
S m i t h  o f  S o u t h  C aro l ina  u rg i n g  h i m  t o  o p p o s e  
t h e  K e a t i ng -Ow ens  C h i ld  L a bo r  b i l l  t h a t  w a s  
be i ng  c o n s id er e d  i n  C o n gr e s s .  T h e y  c l a i me d  
t h a t  l a w s  p r e v e n t ing  c h i ld  l a bo r  w o u l d  b r i n g  
h a r d s h i p  o n  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  d e p e nd  o n  s u c h  
l a bo r  f o r  a  l i v ing .  
L e t t e r  f r o m  O p e r a t i v e s  o f  C h e r o k ee  F a l l s  
M a n u f a c t u r ing  C o m p a n y  C o t t o n  M i l l  i n  
O p p o s i t i o n  t o  K e a t i ng -O we n  C h i ld  L a bo r  B i l l  
|  Do c s Te ac h )

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/letter-from-operatives-of-cherokee-falls-manufacturing-company-cotton-mill-in-opposition-to-keatingowen-child-labor-bill
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/letter-from-operatives-of-cherokee-falls-manufacturing-company-cotton-mill-in-opposition-to-keatingowen-child-labor-bill
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/letter-from-operatives-of-cherokee-falls-manufacturing-company-cotton-mill-in-opposition-to-keatingowen-child-labor-bill
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/letter-from-operatives-of-cherokee-falls-manufacturing-company-cotton-mill-in-opposition-to-keatingowen-child-labor-bill


CLAIM Number 2: MANY WERE FOR AND AGAINST CHILD LABOR
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For:

•“... the parents 

frequently urge the 

children on to work. 

“Bill’s lazy,” one mother 

said of the little boy who 

complained that he was 

tired. “If he wasn’t so lazy 

he could earn fifteen 

cents a day.” 

(Little Folks Who Toil)

Against:

• Others argue and 

define Child Labor as 

any labor that causes 

harm to the child’s 

health and deprives 

them of educational 

rights 

(Radfar) Challenges 

and perspectives of 

child labor - PMC 

(nih.gov)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/#:~:text=Children%20were%20very%20profitable%20assets,contributing%20to%20the%20child%20labor
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/#:~:text=Children%20were%20very%20profitable%20assets,contributing%20to%20the%20child%20labor
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/#:~:text=Children%20were%20very%20profitable%20assets,contributing%20to%20the%20child%20labor
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6198592/#:~:text=Children%20were%20very%20profitable%20assets,contributing%20to%20the%20child%20labor


Claim 3: The Government 
supported child labor

T h e  g o v e r nm ent  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  a p p e a l  t o  p a r e n t s  a n d  
s a i d ,  “ I t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e i r  

s o n s  j o i n  t h e  R e s e r v e ,  a  d u t y  w h i c h  i s  n o t  o n l y  
p a t r i o t i c  i n  t h e  n a r r o w  s e n se  o f  s t r e n g t h en ing  t h e  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i ca ,  bu t  p a t r i o t i c  
i n  t h e  s e n se  o f  s u p p o r t ing  f r e e  a n d  j u s t  g o v e r n me nts  

a l l  o v e r  w a r - w e a r y  Eu r o p e . ”  ( M a k i n g  B o y  P o w e r  
C o u n t )

# 1  -  M a k i n g  bo y  p o w e r  c o u n t  /  U . S .  B o y s '  W o r k ing  
R e s e r v e ,  U . S .  Em p l o y m ent  . . .  -  F u l l  V i e w  |  

H a t h i T r u s t  D i g i t a l  L i b r a r y

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiuo.ark:/13960/t0xq0zm6z&seq=1
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiuo.ark:/13960/t0xq0zm6z&seq=1
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiuo.ark:/13960/t0xq0zm6z&seq=1


C L A I M  N U M B E R  4 :  
M a n y  P e o p l e  W e r e  A g a i n s t  C h i l d  L a b o r

E v i d e n c e  f o r  C l a i m  N u m b e r  4 :
“ W o r k i n g  c h i l d r e n  a r e  d e p r i v e d  f r o m  a  p r o p e r  p h y s i c a l  
a n d  m e n t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . ”  H a v i n g  c h i l d r e n  w o r k  i n s t e a d  
o f  s c h o o l  i s  n o t  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  t h e i r  g r o w t h .
C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  c h i l d  l a b o r  -  P M C  
( n i h . g o v )
“ T h a t  i s  t h e  s a d  p a r t  –  c o n s t a n t l y  l i t t l e  v i c t i m s  a r e  b e i n g  
f e d  i n t o  t h e  m a w  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m a c h i n e  o f  l a b o r ,  w h i c h  
p r e s s e s  t h e m  i n t o  s h a p e s  t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  n o r m a l  a l l  
t h e i r  l i v e s  l o n g . ”  ( L i t t l e  F o l k s  W h o  T o i l )
“ S o m e  p e o p l e  s a y  t h i s  w o r k  c a n ’ t  b e  b a d  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  k e e p s  t h e m  o u t d o o r s ,  b u t  l o o k  a t  t h e  p l a c e  
w h e r e  t h e y  s l e e p ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  l i t t l e  w i n d o w l e s s  h u t s ,  
i n  w h i c h  w h o l e  f a m i l i e s  a r e  h e r d e d  t o g e t h e r  t h i c k e r  t h a n  
c a t t l e  i n  a  s t a b l e . ”  ( L i t t l e  F o l k s  W h o  T o i l )
T h e  R e d w o o d  g a z e t t e .  [ v o l u m e ]  ( R e d w o o d  F a l l s ,  M i n n . )  
1 8 7 3 - 1 9 4 0 ,  S e p t e m b e r  0 5 ,  1 9 1 1 ,  I m a g e  8  «  C h r o n i c l i n g  
A m e r i c a  «  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  ( l o c . g o v )
“ C h i l d  L a b o r  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  l a b o r  t h a t  h a r m s  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  o r  d e p r i v e s  t h e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ”  
( R a d f a r )
C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  c h i l d  l a b o r  -  P M C  
( n i h . g o v
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CLAIM 5:
Laws were put in place to protect children in the workplace.

Evidence

• The Keating-Owen Child Labor Act of 1916 was one 
of the first federal child labor laws in the United 

States. The act aimed to address and regulate child 
labor by prohibiting the interstate shipment of goods 

produced in factories or mines that employed 
children under the age of 14, or children under 16 

who worked more than eight hours a day, or at night. 
This law was a significant step in recognizing the 
need to protect children from exploitation in the 

workforce and paved the way for future labor laws 
aimed at safeguarding the rights and well-being of 

children.

• “In 1989, The United Nations Children’s Fund was put 
into place to recognize children as humans as rights 
instead of economic assets to the parent” (Radfar).
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TIMELINE AND UNRELATED EVENTS FOR 
CHILD LABOR IN AMERICA

Massachusetts creates 

the first state child 

labor law.

New York movement 
attempts ending child 

labor in the cigar 
industry banning 

production of 
nicotine where 

younger children may 
work.

Democratic Party adopts 

plank platform 

recommending banning 

factory employment 

under age 15.

Child labor 
in the 
United 

States  time
line

1836

1876

1883

1892

1904

1908

1911

1916

1918

1924

1936

1938

Working men party 
propose prohibiting 

children to work 
younger than 14.

World 
events that 

were 
happening 
at the same 

time

1836 1898 1904

-

1905

1914-

1918

1929-

1939

Kristallnacht; 

world on the 

brink of WWII
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National Child Labor 

Committee is formed 

with the goal of 

abolishing child labor.

National Child Labor 

Committee hires Lewis 

Hine, a photographer 

& sent him 

across country to 

photograph child labor 

in effort to condemn 

child labor & its 

detrimental effects.

Triangle Shirtwaist 

Fire – 148 women & 

girls killed in minutes. 

Sparks outrage.

Congress passes the 

Keating – Owen Act

Supreme Court ruled 

child labor was 

unconstitutional.

Walsh-Healey Act sets 

child labor provisions 

on all federal 

contracts.

Congress adopts 

constitutional 

amendment barring 

child labor. Not 

enough states ratify 

the child labor 

amendment for it to 

become law.

President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signs the 
Fair Labor Standards 
Act. Putting limits on 
many forms of child 
labor.
These are laws in 
place that protect 
minors in the 
workplace. Laws differ 
from state to state.

Battle of the Alamo
Spanish-

American War
Russo-Japanese 

War

WWI

The Great 

Depression

1920's

Roaring 20's 1938



Collection of 
evidence and 

sources

10

• Historian Inquiry

• Citation (CAPPS and APPARTS)

• Circle of viewpoints form

• Template for the Historian Inquiry Project_2024.docx

https://onedrive.live.com/edit?id=F8599466D1638788!sf243f1e14a47482abcc5e7a59d5d3833&resid=F8599466D1638788!sf243f1e14a47482abcc5e7a59d5d3833&cid=f8599466d1638788&ithint=file%2Cdocx&redeem=aHR0cHM6Ly8xZHJ2Lm1zL3cvYy9mODU5OTQ2NmQxNjM4Nzg4L0VlSHhRX0pIU2lwSXZNWG5wWjFkT0RNQmlmX0pramxneGJwTUxPdFBrNjRjVmc_ZT1WeHlJTlU&migratedtospo=true&wdo=2
https://siuecougars-my.sharepoint.com/personal/iamurph_siue_edu/_layouts/15/doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7b6409df65-e872-436c-b982-c6e3350cb22c%7d&action=edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B851u70lL595ZsZFFMpy3f1ARIotNoS9XsJkKYDR6wA/edit?usp=sharing
https://1drv.ms/w/c/f8599466d1638788/EeHxQ_JHSipIvMXnpZ1dODMBif_JkjlgxbpMLOtPk64cVg?e=Ash80X


Submission:

One of your group members will submit this assignment for your working 

group. 

The items that need to be submitted to Blackboard are:

• the Inquiry Project (history, civics or geography) template,

• the circle of viewpoints document,

• the CAPPS or APPARTS documents for each primary source collected,

• your reference list which includes all sources.

• These documents should be submitted through the underlined title of this 

assignment. Your group will prepare a presentation of your project which will 

be shared on the Discussion Board for this class.​
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